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NOTE TO THE READER 

 
 

“César Fierro’s Coerced Confession” is part of a book called “Executed on a Technicality, 
Lethal Injustice on America’s Death Row” by David R. Dow.  The article is being reproduced, here, 
with permission of its author. 
 
These pages provide a very accurate explanation of César Fierro’s case, a sadly common 
example of how legal technicalities in American death-penalty litigation usually allow procedure 
to trump innocence.  Dow’s article was, however, published in 2005; so it does not present an up-
to-date version of the case.  Below are some important developments that happened after its 
publication: 
 
 
1. By intervention of César’s defense team and the Mexican Consulate in Houston, César Fierro 

started to receive psychiatric treatment around 2009, and slowly began to recover from the 
period of mental illness that he had suffered for the past 10 years.  César is now fully 
recovered and has excellent mental health.  He is an independent person, perfectly capable 
of making his own decisions. 

 
2. In 2014, a Mexican documentary film was released about César’s case: “Los Años de Fierro” 

(“The Years of Fierro”).  Both, the film and the filmmaker, became an important support in 
César’s life. 

 
3. In 2014, Debevoise and Plimpton, a New York-based law firm, joined the Texas-based team 

that had been representing César Fierro for a number of years.  Debevoise’s direct 
involvement in the case led to a fresh examination of the facts and a review of changes in the 
law. 

 
4. In 2018, César filed a subsequent application for a writ of habeas corpus in the Texas Court 

of Criminal Appeals (TCCA) arguing that forensic analysis and other evidence demonstrated 
that the state unknowingly relied on the false testimony of Olague during César’s trial, and 
that the jury instructions had not allowed for proper consideration by the jury of all mitigating 
evidence. 

 
5. In December 2019, the TCCA vacated Cesar’s death sentence and remanded the case to the 

trial court for resentencing. 
 
6. In January 2020, César was resentenced to life in prison with immediate eligibility for parole. 

The Texas Parole Board quickly granted parole, and César was released and deported to 
Mexico on May 14, 2020. 

 
7. César is now living in Mexico City in an independent studio provided by one of his friends.  He 

is being supported by donations from people around the world who have been his pen-friends 
for many years and his lawyers.  He is getting excellent care (including mental health care), 
and is developing the skills to live again in the free world.  César wants to stay in México City 
until he feels safe and ready to move permanently to Ciudad Juárez, the city where he was 
born and lived until his arrest. 


